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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 197.] 
I aM going to tell something about my own family. You will pardon me 
perhaps for bringing family affairs before this vast congregation, but it 
may illustrate the condition of some of the rest of you, and it may be a 
lesson to some of us—a lesson perhaps that does not need to be taught 
to many; but I am fearful that there are far too many of us that 
need to be taught it. I said to some of my folks some time ago, when 
money seemed to be plentiful in the country and goods were cheap, and 
it was so easy to run to Z. C. M. I. to buy everything that was needed, 
that there was scarcely anything we ate or wore that we did not have to 
buy. “How is this?” I asked. “I can remember,” I said, “when you used 
to knit my stockings and stockings for the children and yourselves; but 
now every stocking has to be bought and the money paid for it. And 
these stockings are not made in Utah. Our people are not employed in 
the manufacture of them. We are building up somebody else away over 
in the east, and we are wearing their shoddy, giving them employment, 
and letting our own people go without. I do not like this. I will get 
some yarn from some of our factories here, if you will go to knitting again.” 
Well they have gone to knitting stockings, and I hope the little ones will 
be taught to knit their own. When I was a little boy, in Nauvoo, my 
mother used to have some difficulty in keeping track of me. I used to 
like to go off and play with the boys. So my mother conceived the idea 
that it would be a very nice thing to set me to knitting; and she set me 
& pattern of a suspender and showed me how to do it, and I knitted my- 
self a pair of suspenders. I then learned how to knit, and being a little 
handy at it perhaps, although I always drew the thread pretty tight (the 
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suspenders did not stretch much after I knit them), she started me on 
stockings. So I learned how to knit stockings. The bishop the other 
day was complaining about our boys playing from morning till night. 
They climb trees, play marbles, tear their clothes and wear out the knees 
of their pants, destroying everything and saving nothing. They ought 
to be taught how to work, to be economical, and to save something, that 
when they get old they will not depart from the right way. It is bad 
policy to let children run around all the time with nothing to do but play, 
from morning till night. Let the boys be taught habits of industry, and 
teach the girls how to make their own dresses and keep house, and thus 
learn to do what is needful for themselves, without having to hire some- 
body to doit for them. I believe in this policy. Itis true economy. It 
is necessary to do this in order that our children may not grow up in 
idleness and in unbelief of the Gospel, for an idle brain, it is said, is 
the devil’s workshop; and if there is any better workshop for his satanic 
majesty than the idle brain of a little boy, | would like to know what it 
is. Neither boys nor girls ought to be left idle, but should be taught to do 
something useful as well as ornamental. What if their parents are wealthy 
and can well afford to feed and clothe them without labor? If you have 
millions of wealth, so much that you do not know what to do with it, you 
could not do a more foolish thing than to rear your sons and daughters 
in idleness; for as sure as you do this, they will grow up to squander the 
wealth you leave them, and curse you, perhaps, because you did not leave 
them more. Teach them how to work, and to be industrious, though you 
may be rolling in wealth, and they will grow up to respect you, and your 
name will go down from generation to generation, through your posterity, 
in honorable remembrance. The secret by which Joseph the Prophet 
governed the Saints, as he once said, was that he taught them correct 
principles and they governed themselves. It is only the sick that need a 
physician; it is only the criminal that needs the penalties of the law. 
Honest and honorable men need no officers of the law, no policemen, no 
justices of the peace, no courts, no lawyers. They live above crime, beyond 
the reach of the law. The law is not made for them, except to protect 
them from the criminally disposed. If every man was taught to do right, 
and did right, there would be no use for courts and for laws such as we 
have to-day. It is only because people will not do right that these things 
are needful, and that we have expensive forms of government and expen- 
sive officers to administer and execute the law. Latter-day Saints ought 
not to be so. They ought to know how to do right, and then do it; and 
they ought not to have to be prompted or urged to do it, either by the 
chastisement of God or by the counsels of His servants. Well, says one, 
if we all do right, then what? Will we all prosper? Yes, we will all 
prosper. In temporal things? Yes, in temporal things, and in spiritual 
things. But we may not be without our trials even then. For it is said 
in the scriptures “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.” There are several examples of this in the 
scriptures. One of them was the eleventh son of Jacob—Joseph. He was 
a rather remarkable little boy, and his father loved him, and was a little 
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partial towards him, perhaps because he was the firstborn of his beloved 
Rachel, and Rachel was dead. Jacob erred perhaps a little in the par- 
tiality that he showed to Joseph on this account. He may have made a 
mistake there like some other parents do when they make a favorite of 
one of their sons. This is a mistake, no matter who the mother of the 
boy is. Whenever a father begins to discriminate in favor of one son as 
against another, it begets jealousy in the hearts of the brothers, and 
possibly hatred toward their father. It is a dangerous thing to do. 
Because Jacob erred somewhat in this matter, the Lord gave to Israel a 
law on the subject. (Deuter. xxi: 15—17.) The Lord endeavored to cor- 
rect the evil that grew out of what Jacob did in his favoritism, by giving 
' a law on this subject to govern the people thereafter. But Joseph was 
not only favored of Jacob; he seemed to be favored of the Lord also. He 
might have been a little better than the rest. We cannot help being a bit 
favorable towards those that are better than others. Of course, merit 
should be rewarded everywhere, but we should be just. The Lord favored 
him, for He had a work for him to do. Like some others that have been 
reserved to come forth in other dispensations to do a special work, Joseph, 
no doubt, was reserved to come in his generation to accomplish the mission 
that he had to perform. But though he was chosen for this work and 
especially favored of the Lord, he might have felt for a long time as 
though the Lord had turned His back upon him and did not love him. 
For the Lord suffered his brethren to persecute him. They became jealous 
of him and sought to destroy him; but one of his brothers repented of the 
cruel thought of killing him and persuaded the others to sell him to 
strangers, that they might not be guilty of his blood. So they sold him, 
and he was carried to Egypt, and there the Lord fulfilled His purposes 
concerning him. At first Joseph had great hardships to go through. He 
was wrongfully and wickedly accused by Potiphar’s wife, because of which 
he was thrust into prison. If he had been like some of us, he would ‘have 
said, “If the Lord is going to treat me this way, there is not much reward 
for virtue.” That is the way some of us feel when we are pinched a little 
with poverty, or sickness, or other misfortune. We begin to murmur 
against the Lord and feel that He has forsaken us and is not as good to 
us as we merit. And we withdraw our affection from the Lord. Joseph 
might have done this, because he had many occasions of trial. He might 
have felt in his heart that the Lord was not just, not merciful, and not 
mindful of His servants; for he seemed to have had some reason for feel- 
ing that way. But the Lord saw the end from the beginning. Joseph 
did not; but he had faith in God, and put his trust in Him; and by and 
by the Lord brought out what He intended, and made Joseph the savior 
of his father’s house as well as of all Egypt. 


**God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants His footsteps on the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines 

Of never-failing skill 
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He treasures up His bright designs 
And works His sovereign will.” 

This is the way in which the Lord often deals with the children of men, 
and it is not for us to judge Him. We should not complain or murmur 
when we have afflictions and trials to pass through or when he chastises 
us. We should think all the more that we are the loved of God, and that 
He is feeling after us for our good; to humble us perchance, and to keep 
us in the right way. 

Job was another example. Job was a righteous man, perfect in all his 
ways. There was none like him in all the earth. Satan observed this, 
and he appeared before the Lord, and the Lord said, “Whence comest 
thou?’ Satan replied, “From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it.” And the Lord said unto Satan, “Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil.” 
“Ah!” says Satan, but “hast not thou made an hedge about him, and 
about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? Thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will 
curse thee to thy face. The Lord said, “Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand.” So a short time 
after this a messenger came unto Job, and said :— 

The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 

And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have 
slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire 
of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the ser- 
vants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. ~ 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The 
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have car- 
ried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons ~ 
and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s 


ouse : 

And behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote 
the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they 
are dead; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down 
upon the ground, and worshipped, 

And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return thither; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord. 

With all this, Job was not shaken in his integrity. He “sinned not, nor 
charged God foolishly.” And Satan appeared again before the Lord and 
the Lord said unto him again :— 

Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God and 
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

And Satan answered the Lord and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life. 
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But. put forth thine hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he 
will curse thee to os face. 
m.-, the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save 
is life. 
So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with 
sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down 


among the ashes. 

Then his friends came to comfort him, and they began to upbraid him 
because of something he had done, which had brought upon him the de- 
struction that had befallen him. But Job knew that his heart was right, 
that he had not sinned, and that he had not denied God in his heart. 
Therefore, he bore the upbraiding of his friends with all patience; and 
when his wife came to him and upbraided him for his patience and for 
his humiliation, and called upon him to curse God and die, he said unto 
her: “Thou speaketh as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” 

This shows the integrity of Job. Here is an example for you and for 
me. He did not curse the Sabeans for carrying off his cattle, nor the fires 
of heaven for consuming his flocks, nor the winds of heaven for destroying 
his habitation and children. He did not swear and blaspheme and deny 
the Lord because of this. But he said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” “Naked came I out 
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither.” And further he 
said, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 

As I understand, here is exemplified the principle that should underlie 
all the faith, the hope, the charity, the love, the labor, the desire of all 
mankind—that they will serve God, no matter what may befall them. 
Though they suffer imprisonment, though they suffer persecution, though 
they suffer poverty, though God should try them to the very core, and put 
them to the utmost test to prove their integrity, they should say like Job, 
“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither; 
the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” Thus magnify God, love Him with all thy heart, might, mind and 
strength; then love our neighbor as ourselves; that when trials come we 
may endure them and not complain, but wait until God shall develop His 
purposes. Then we will see that there is no love like that of God for His 
suffering children; there is no mercy so broad, no purpose so grand and 
great and noble as the purpose of God concerning His children. If we 
we will do this, we will learn this eventually and we will bless God with 
all our hearts; which may God grant, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


INDISCRIMINATE ARRESTS IN RUSSIA. 


GrorcE KENNAN, the well known traveler in, and writer on, Siberia, in a 
lecture before the “Maccabeans,” related the following incident to show 
the indiscriminate arrests which are made by the Russian police in their 
efforts to unearth political plots, especially when it is suspected that a 
Nihilist head-quarters has been discovered: “In 1879 when the police were 
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more than usually active and suspicious a well-known Russian author was 
arrested and thrown into prison. He was put into a cell in which there 
were nearly a score of other prisoners, and was much struck by the fact 
that all the other occupants of the cell were Jews and apparently all be- 
longing to two families. He asked for an explanation. It appeared that 
a certain Jew, a ‘Suspect,’ finding that Russia was getting unsafe for 
him decided to try and leave the country. As he had for some time been 
under suspicion he deemed it unadvisable to use his own passport and, 
calling on a friend, a perfectly peaceable citizen named Gordon, begged 
the loan of his passport promising to return it as soon as he had reached 
a place of safety. Gordon consented, but upon reflection concluded that 
he had done a dangerous thing. So he decided to pretend that he had 
lost his passport and in order to make the pretension more plausible in- 
serted an advertisement in a local newspaper requesting the finder to 
return the lost passport c/o a Mr. Kyranski, at 82, Little Garden Street. 
The advertisement attracted the attention of the police who forthwith in- 
stituted enquiries. By an unfortunate mistake Gordon had given the 
wrong number of Mr. Kyranski’s house and the police finding that an in- 
correct address had been given became still more suspicious, and imme- 
diately proceeded to arrest every Gordon and Kyranski in the town. Be- 
fore nightfall about eighteen perfectly innocent persons had been arrested 
and thrust into prison, amongst them a young Jew who was Treasurer of 
a Society, which had for its object to assist poor students by means of 
small weekly grants. He was arrested on the day before the distribution 
of the stipends to the students and two gens d’armes were stationed in his 
rooms with instructions to arrest everyone who came. The following day 
as the poor students arrived for their stipends they were promptly arrested, 
for what, they knew not, and marched off to prison. They were kept in 
prison for about two months and eventually banished to various towns in 
Northern Russia.” 


EXCELLENT MAXIMS. 


AmonG the passengers drowned from the Henry Clay, which was burned 
on the Hudson a number of years ago, was the the Hon. Stephen Allen, 
who had been mayor of New York. In his pocket-book was found the 
following printed slip, so worn as to show that its owner frequently read 
it:— 

“Keep good company or none. Never be idle. If your hands can’t be 
usefully employed attend to the cultivation of your mind. Always tell 
the truth. Make few promises. Live up to your engagements. Keep 
your own secrets if you have any. When you speak to a person look him 
in the face. Good company and good conversation are the very sinews 
of virtue. Good character is above all things else. Your character 
cannot be essentially injured except by your own acts. If any one 
speak evil of you let your life be so that none will believe him. Drink 
no intoxicating liquors. Ever live (misfortune. excepted) within your 
income. When you retire to bed, think over what you have been doing 
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during the day. Make no haste to get rich if you would prosper. Small 
and steady gains give competency with a tranquil mind. Never play at 
any game of chance. Avoid temptation, through fear you may not with- 
stand it. Earn money before you spend it. Never borrow if you can 
possibly avcid it. Do not marry until you are able to support a wife. 
Never speak evil of any one. Be just, before you are generous. Keep 
yourself innocent if you would be happy. Save when you are young, to 
spend when you are old. Read over the above maxims at least once a 
week.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Russian war department contemplates the creation at an early date of 200 new 
batteries, thereby increasing the number of field-pieces by 1,600. 

The Jews are well pleased with the appointment of Lord Rosebery to the high position 
recently held by Mr. Gladstone. His lamented wife was a Jewess, and he has given con- 
stant proof of regard for her people. 


A fiendish act on the part of a female servant is reported from a village near Havre, 
France. She conceived the idea of burning her child alive, and with this object held its 
feet in the fire until they were burned off. The infant died shortly afterwards. 


Debates on the tariff proceed apace at Washington, and the latest changes involve 
the maintenance of heavy protective duties on articles in which England is largely 
interested. The heaviest duties of this sort are on leaf tobacco and cigars, 75 per cent. 
being put on the former. 


The New York legislature has passed the Greater New York bill, which the governor 
will approve. This measure consolidates Brooklyn and various other towns with New 
York, thus making one single city under one government around New York harbor. 
Greater New York will embrace three millions of population and extend over 319 square 
miles, 

Mr. Gladstone has resigned the premier-ship of England, his resignation was accepted 
and Lord Rosebery has been offered the vacant post and has accepted it. This occurred 
at Windsor Castle, Saturday March 3. The press has spoken well of Mr. Gladstone, almost 
without exception extolling his personal worth even when opposed to his policy. The Duke 
of Devonshire in a speech declared that the retirement of Mr. Gladstone was ‘‘the abdica- 
tion of a ruler and leader of men in all the plenitude and strength of his power, and it 
was a satisfaction to all that he had not outstayed his parliamentary reputation.” 


Another great name bas been added to the vast record of the illustrious dead. Louis 
Kossuth, dictator of Hungary in the saddest, yet most glorious, period of his country’s 
history, died at Turin March 20, in the ninety-second year of his age. He was born at 
Monok, county of Zemplin, Hungary, in 1802. Opposition to Australian rule was a 
tradition in the Kossuth family, as between 1527 and 1715 no less than seventeen Kossuths 
were prosecuted for high treason. In 1831 he went to Pesth to practice law.. He evaded 
the censorship of the press by sending out written circulars. He was finally prosecuted 
for high treason and sentenced to four years’ imprisonment. In 1841 he commenced a 
political paper. In 1847 he was elected deputy for the county of Pesth. He labored for 
the freedom of the peasants, the suppression of forced labor and the liberty of the press. 
On April 14, 1849, the declaration of Hungary’s independence was framed. The Aust- 
rians were repeatedly defeated and Hungary would doubtless have gained her indepen- 
dence had not Russia come to Austria’s help. Kossuth fled to Turkey, where he™was 
held prisoner till 1851. Then he visited England and the United States, lecturing, being 
most enthusiastically received. Recently he was obliged to sell the memoirs of_his life 
for a comparatively small sum, in order to obtain the necessaries of life. 
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WHEREIN LIES THE EFFICACY OF BAPTISM? 


THE statement that baptism is necessary to salvation has often been dis- 
puted by members of the various Christian sects, and its essentiality is 
denied even to-day. This forms no cause for wonder, for they have thus 
been taught, and it is but natural that they should cling tenaciously to 
that which they have imbibed in youth. But the reasons often given why 
the doctrine of the essentiality of baptism is false do not display much 
depth of thought. They sometimes assume but the shallow form of in- 
effectual excuses for the system prevailing instead of being honest reasons 
for opposition to the system taught by the Latter-day Saints. One favor- 
ite way of disposing of the necessity of baptism is by exclaiming: “What 
@ ridiculous doctrine! Just as if water had the power to wash away one’s 
sins! Why, a miracle would have to be performed each time anyone were 
baptized in order to give such power to the water!” It is to such ex- 
pressions as these that we devote a few lines in order to show that when 
uttered, thoughtlessness or ignorance speaks. 

In the first place the Latter-day Saints boldly assert that baptism is 
for the remission of sins, hence necessary. Leaving the Bible proofs on 
this question the following illustrations are given to show that remission 
of sins through baptism is not an impossibility, but rather that such doc- 
trine is supported by reason and logic. 

When Naaman, captain of the Syrian hosts, came to Elisha and asked 
that prophet to cure him of the leprosy by which he was afflicted, Elisha 
said: “Go and wash in Jordan seven times and thy flesh shall come again 
to thee, and thou shalt be clean.” Naaian did as many of the Christians 
do to-day—ridicule the efficacy of immersion in water. He became angry, 
despised the waters of the Jordan and would have departed had not his 
servant prevailed on him to comply with the prophet’s command. He did 
as directed, and was healed. Did the water of Jordan possess healing 
power in “itself 1 No, for many have since bathed in its waters withous 
being healed. Then, what was it that healed Naaman? 

When the armies of Israel lay before Jericho the word of the Lord came 
to Joshua, informing him what to do in order that the city should be 
delivered into his hands. They were told to compass the city once a day 
for six days. Seven priests, the Lord said, “shall bear before the ark 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the 
city seven times and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it 
shall come to pass that when they make a long blast with the rams’ horns 
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and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout 
with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat.” This 
command was obeyed, the wall fell and Jericho was taken. It could not 
have been the mere blowing of the trumpets and the shouting of the armies 
that caused the wall of Jericho to fall. Then, what was it that accom- 
plished this wonderful result? 

When the children of Israel were afflicted by fiery serpents in the wilder- 
ness as & punishment for their sins, Moses was commanded to make a fiery 
serpent and hang it on a pole, and, the Lord said, “every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.” Moses did not say: “Why, 
how can that take the poison out of their blood, and heal them,” but he 
did as he was commanded. The Bible records this fulfillment of the 
promise: “If a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent 
of brass, he lived.” What virtue, or healing power was there in the brazen 
serpent? Was there any saving power in that inanimate image? None, 
except so far as the Lord invested it with such miraculous power. In it- 
self it possessed none. What was it, then, that healed the stricken people? 

Jesus said: “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” Those who complied with this law Jesus 
declared should be saved, for he said: “He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.” Such is the command. To be born of water, that is, to 
be baptized, is necessary, if we believe the Savior’s words. “Is there not 
some other method just as good as this?” is asked. Such was the exclama- 
tion of Naaman—“ Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel.” The question naturally arising is this: 
“Has the water power to remit sin?” The answer is: “No, not in itself.” 
“Then how can baptism be for the remission of sin?” 

We have now reached the conclusion that the waters of the Jordan were 
not possessed of healing power, yet they healed Naaman; that the shout- 
ing of the people did not cause the wall of Jericho to fall, yet it fell; 
that the brazen serpent had no power in itself, yet all who showed 
sufficient faith to look upon it were healed; and that the waters of bap- 
tism have no cleansing power in themselves, yet we claim that baptism 
will give remission of sins and will bring salvation if the covenants then 
made are kept. 

What law governed the first three instances? Discover that law and 
we have discovered the law governing the efficacy of baptism. That law 
is obedience. Naaman was healed, not because Jordan’s waters were 
better than those of the rivers of Damascus, but because he obeyed the 
command of the Lord, through the prophet Elisha. Jericho fell, not 
because the people shouted and the trumpets were blown, but because in 
doing so they obeyed the command of God through the prophet Moses. 
The poison of the serpents was counteracted, not because the brazen 
serpent yielded an antidote, but because the people obeyed the divine 
command given through the prophet. Baptism will wash away sins, not 
because the water takes them away as it does the filth of the body, but 
because in baptism we obey the law of God as given through His prophets 
whenever the Gospel has been on the earth. To accept the simple means 
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that God instituted brought temporal salvation in each of the three first 
named instances. To accept in humility and faith, with a repentant 
heart, the simple ordinance of baptism will bring remission of sins and 
eternal salvation. 

This does not infer that he who is baptized will be saved, no matter 
what course he may take in after life. Had Naaman associated with 
lepers after being cleansed the disease would have returned to him. Had 
the children of Israel stood still when the wall of Jericho fell instead of 
advancing and taking advantage of the divine help thus offered, they 
would have been slain. Though healed from the poison of the serpents, 
the Israelites were afterwards punished repeatedly in other ways because 
of new transgressions. If, after once having been cleansed from sin, 
through baptism, we again indulge in wickedness, we forfeit our salvation 
to the extent that we sin. 

This is the logical conclusion reached from the above facts as to the 
necessity of baptism. The Bible declares that baptism is for the remission 
of sins. The above illustrations show how that is possible. All Christians 
admit that forgiveness of sins is necessary to salvation. Then the whole 
question is clear. If forgiveness is necessary to salvation, and forgiveness 
is obtained through baptism, then the only conclusion to be reached is 
that baptism is absolutely necessary and that without it mankind cannot 
be saved. J. V. B. 


Tue Baptists in London are a very much divided body. There is the 
London Baptist Association, the Metropolitan Strict Baptist Association, 
the Home Counties Baptist Association, the Old Baptist Union, the Old 
General Baptist Assembly, the Campbellites, and the Seventh-day Bap- 
tists. Several Welsh churches are connected with the Carmarthenshire 
and Cardiganshire Association; a number of churches, among them the 
East London Tabernacle, belong to no organization, and several belong 
only to the Baptist Union. Thus is confusion multiplied and it is no ~ 
wonder that mankind is losing interest in religion which presents such a 
disunited and broken system of doctrines. 


ArRIVALS.—The following missionaries arrived in Liverpool from Utah 
per Cunard Steamer Umbria, Saturday, March 24, 1894: Alma V. Huish 
and Albert Arrowsmith of Payson; Wm. Treharne and Joseph A. Buttle 
of Salt Lake City, for the British Mission. Peter Sundwall and Louis C. 
Larson of Fairview, and Heber C. Christensen of Richfield, for the Scan- 
dinavian Mission. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Alma V. Huish has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference. 

Elder Joseph A. Buttle has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Leeds Conference. 

Elder Wm. Treharne has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Welsh Conference. 

Elder Albert Arrowsmith has been — to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference. 
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WHY GENEALOGIES ARE SOUGHT. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 199.] 

THIs comprehensive application of the principles of redemption is to some 
extent elucidated in the Scriptures. In I Peter, third chapter, and in the 
sixth verse of the following chapter, the apostle explains that while the 
body of Christ lay in the tomb, His disembodied spirit was engaged in 
preaching to the spirits of men who had lived on earth and passed away. 
The object of this preaching was to enable those who heard Him to “live 
according to God in the spirit” and be judged as men are judged in the 
flesh. But suppose the spirits of men should be converted by preaching 
in the sphere to which they go pending the resurrection of the body, how 
are they to comply with the universal rule of admittance into the Kingdom 
of God—baptism by immersion in water and the reception of the Holy 
Spirit? 

Paul (I Cor., 15th Chap.) gave some explicit views on the resurrection of 
the body. After insisting upon the validity of this doctrine, he exclaims: 
“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead?” This intro- 
duces the doctrine of the vicarious application, in behalf of the dead, of 
the ordinance of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins. [If it is 
admissible in relation to baptism, so may it be with regard to every other 
outward ordinance of the Gospel. 

The claim of the Latter-day Saints is that Joseph Smith, the founder of 
our Church; was raised up to establish the fullness of the Gospel anew in 
this age, and that when he was martyred by a merciless mob, he entered 
the spirit world and, as Christ did in His mission, opened up a dispensa- 
tion among the spirits of the departed. It is held that, in accordance 
with the last words of the Old Testament—those of Malachi—Elijah (who 
was translated) appeared to Joseph Smith in the Temple built by the 
Saints at Kirtland, Ohio, and gave him the keys of power to turn the 
hearts of the children to the fathers and the hearts of the fathers to the 
children. Before his death he had inaugurated the labor of performing 
vicarious work for the dead, and thus turned the hearts of the living 
toward their deceased progenitors, and those who accept him as a prophet 
have no doubt as to his having been called to open a similar dispensation 
in the spirit world, the living and dead acting in concert. 

In this connection it may be well to consider that the basis upon which 
the whole structure of Christianity rests is vicarious—the sacrifice and 
atonement of Christ for the human race. 

This department of the religious labors of the Latter-day Saints— 
vicarious ordinance work for the dead—is regarded by them as being 
specially sacred, and must, according to the revelations given to the 
Church, be performed in holy places. Hence the erection by them of 
temples, which are dedicated unto the Most High God. The first structure 
of this character erected by them was built in Kirtland, Ohio, and the 
second in Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois. Of the possession of these 
they were deprived by the action of ruthless and murderous mobs. Four 
have been reared in Utah and are being used for the purposes for which 
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they were designed: one in St. George, Washington County, another in 
Manti, Sanpete County, and the remaining two located respectively in 
Logan, Cache County, and Salt Lake City. The last mentioned is one of 
the most beautiful buildings in the United States, and its interior fur- 
nishings are in unison with its exterior magnificence. Immediately 
previous to its dedication hundreds of people not connected with the 
Church were invited to pass through this remarkable structure, and the 
universal verdict of those visitors was, so far as known, that it is one of 
the most attractive and interesting buildings they ever entered. 

The honesty and devotion of the Saints in relation to the performance 
of work which they deem necessary to be done for, and in behalf of, their 
dead kindred, has been shown by the fact that their temples have cost 
many inillions of dollars, and much of the work in constructing and 
equipping them has been done while these people were in penury, enduring 
hardships that no pen, however gifted, is capable of adequately describing. 

This interest has also been exhibited by their efforts to gather up 
genealogical data concerning their progenitors. In this pursuit many of 
them have traveled thousands of miles by sea and by land, visiting churches, 
offices of registration, depositories of records, libraries and many other 
available sources of information. This research has been greatly aided 
by the publication, during the last half century, of genealogical books and 
articles relating to early American families, many of which have lineal 
descendants in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Hence 
you will see why I am interested in literature of this character. The 
vicarious work to which I have alluded as an important feature of the 
faith of the Saints is, from the stand point of the latter, purely beneficent 
and benevolent and even from the point of view of those who have no 
belief in its efficacy it must appear to be of that character so far as relates 
to the sincerity and devotion of those who engage in it. [t has involved 
an amount of labor and a degree of expenditure of which those not familiar 
with it can form only a meager conception. 

The foregoing explanation will perhaps be sufficient to show that the 
faith of the “Mormon” people is not contracted, but rests upon a sublimely 
comprehensive basis. One of the burning religious questions of the day 
is whether or not the dead who departed without a knowledge of the 
Gospel will, under the banner of Christ, have a chance of salvation after 
death. Such innovators as Dr. Briggs support the affirmative side of this 
subject and are therefore said to be leading out from the petrified religious 
dogmas which have hampered human thought and action for centuries. 
But, as you will perhaps observe, even these modern image-breakers must 
take a seat more than half a century in the rear of the “Mormon” prophet 
and people. 


CALIFORNIA SETTLED BY THE “MORMONS.” 


THERE are many people in Southern California who have little or no 
realization of the part the “Mormon” people took in settling that section 
of the country. There are now a number of missionaries from Utah 
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laboring in California, two of the number, Elders Francis M. Lyman and 
B. H. Roberts, being located at San Bernardino. The Courter of that city, 
in its issue of February 15, brings up a bit of interesting history, which it 
prefaces by the explanation that, “knowing that the rancho and city of 
San Bernardino were laid out by Lyman, Rich and Hanks, a reporter 
visited Mr. Lyman and interviewed him as to his previous and present 
visit. Mr. Lyman is a very pleasant gentleman, and says that he finds 
much improvement in the whole valley.” The Courier then proceeds to 
give the following account of the interview, which is reproduced by the 
Deseret News :— 

“Mr. Lyman, it is said that you are one of the old settlers in San 
Bernardino?” 

“Yes, sir,” cheerily replied that gentleman. - “My father, Amasa Lyman, 
and Charles C. Rich were the original purchasers of the San Bernardino 
ranch in the summer of 1851.” 

“How did they come to purchase the ranch, Mr. Lyman?” 

“My father and Mr. Rich, both members of the quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles in the ‘Mormon’ Church, were appointed by President Brigham 
Young to come into Southern California and establish an out-fitting post 
where the ‘Mormons’ en route from Australia, other countries in the 
Pacific and California could have a place where they might make the 
necessary preparations for the journey across the mountains and deserts 
to Salt Lake City. They had discretionary powers as to where they 
should establish the aforesaid post, and they selected this location, think- 
ing that the journey from this point could be made in the winter season 
as well as in the summer, and thus be of greater advantage to the travel- 
ing ‘Mormons’ than from a point where travel could only go on during 
the summer season.” 

“Was it your father, Mr. Lyman, who laid out the city of San Bern- 
ardino?” 

“Yes, sir; it was done under his direction, and I think at that time the 
city plot was one mile square. My father’s residence stood on what is 
now called C Street, between Third and Fourth Streets; but the old 
homestead was burned down in January, 1865.” 

“Do you find any old landmarks, Mr. Lyman?” 

“Not very many. I can locate most of the lots where our neighbors 
lived and find a few of the old houses standing, but not many. Most of 
the old houses are gone and new ones have taken their places. While one 
cannot help regretting to see the old landmarks he knew in boyhood 
removed, he cannot help but admire the energy which in a single genera- 
tion erects splendid cities on ranches where one herded cattle in boyhood 
—a wonderful age, this, for push and progress. When our company from 
Utah arrived here in 1851, it numbered about 100 families, and there was 
nothing on the present site of San Bernardino but a few tumble-down 
Mexican houses, which our people fitted up and surrounded with a stock- 
ade for protection against the Indians. Afterward crops were planted, 
roads opened into the mountains, sawmills established and the work of 
redeeming the country commenced in earnest.” 
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“What was the original price paid for the San Bernardino ranch?” 

“Our people agreed to pay $77,500, paying about $5,000 down; we were 
given time on the balance at 1 per cent. per month—rather a high rate of 
interest to pay.” 

“How did your people come to leave these parts?” 

“Well, you see, through misrepresentations on the part of the United 
States officials at Salt Lake City the administration at Washington was 
made to believe that the ‘Mormon’ people in Utah were in rebellion 
against the government, and under the leadership of Albert Sidney 
Johnston an army was sent out to quell a rebellion that had no existence 
save in the fevered imaginations of those who misrepresented the ‘Mor- 
mon’ people. It was reported among other things not only that the 
‘Mormon’ people were in rebellion against the United States officials, but 
that they had burned the court records, etc. Of course the untruth of all 
these reports was found out upon investigation, but the government had 
before instituting that investigation unwisely started an army for Utah. 
Mr. Ebenezer Hanks, who came into San Bernardino before ‘the war,’ and 
became an equal partner with my father and Elder Rich in their purchase 
of the ranch, was left as an agent to wind up the company’s affairs. He 
disposed of the unsold parts of the original purchase for enough to settle 
the claims against the company, and himself joined his people in Utah. 
A few ‘Mormon’ families remained and afterwards others that were 
attached to the San Bernardino country returned and made their homes 
here, but the Church never attempted afterwards to colonize in this 
country.” 

“What is the present purpose of your visit, Mr. Lyman?” 

“I have two purposes. One is to complete a wedding tour which I 
began from here thirty-six years ago. I married in San Bernardino about 
the time of ‘the move’ from this place, and have brought my wife back 
with me to where we began life together to look over the old ground and 
to renew old acquaintances. The second and more serious purpose of my 
_ Visit is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as a ‘Mormon’ elder under- 
stands it. Myself and Elder Roberts, who is with me, have engaged the 
Reorganized Church’s chapel and will give a course of lectures there, the 
first of which was delivered last night.” 

“ By the way, Mr. Lyman, we thought out here that ‘Mormonism’ was 
about dead?” 

“*Mormonism’ is a pretty lively corpse,” said the elder, apparently 
amused at the suggesstion of his Church being dead. “No, sir; ‘Mormon- 
ism’ is not dead, but is actively pushing its work in all the world. It hasa 
message to deliver to mankind, viz: ‘That a new dispensation of the Gos- 
pel has been committed to man, and cries repentance wo all the world.’” 

“How about polygamy in Utah, Mr. Lyman?” 

“Polygamy in Utah has been abolished by enactment of Congress. The 
‘Mormon’ people accepted that doctrine as a revelation from God and in 
all good faith and honor sought to practice it. It was part of their religion 
and they believed that under the guarantee in the Constitution of the 
United States of freedom in belief and practice of religions they had a 
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right to live in harmony with what to them was in accordance with the 
word of God. When the government enacted laws against their marriage 
system they contested under the law, and in no other way, the constitu- 
tionality of the law until every phase of the question was tried. The 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States going against our 
contention in the case, and our religion requiring us to be subject to 
governments, to honor and sustain the law, the President of the Church, 
acting as we believe under the inspiration of Almighty God, proclaimed 
the discontinuance of plural marriage, the proclamation being sustained 
by the Church in solemn conference assembled.” 

“But what of polygamous wives, Mr. Lyman?” 

“They are the subjects of the care and protection of their husbands, the 
courts of Utah holding that while they cannot live with them as their 
wives, it is their right and their duty to both care for the children and 
provide for their wives, and this the ‘Mormon’ men are doing. Meantime, 
the ‘Mormon’ people and Utah affairs are becoming better known through- 
out the country and much of the old time prejudice, which was the result 
of ignorance, is rapidly dying out.” 

The course of lectures the elder announces is as follows: The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The Gifts, Powers and Blessings of the Gospel. Divine 
Authority and its Necessity in Effectually Administering the Ordinances 
of the Gospel. The History of the Gospel and of the Church of Jesus 
Christ—the Apostasy. The Restoration of the Gospel—the Visions and 
Revelations to Joseph Smith. The Book of Mormon—its Divine Authority. 
History and Present Status of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Mormonism. 

In this same connection the following from the San Francisco Chronicle 
will be of interest :— 

“Elder Roberts, of the ‘Mormon’ Church, has challenged Rev. Martin, 
of the Christian church, to engage in a debate on the respective merits of 
the creeds of the two churches. It is said that Martin will decline.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Mrs. John Crofts of Basalt received some internal injuries while riding home in a 
wagon, by one of the wagon wheels falling off, causing her to be thrown out. 


A brief Washington dispatch received February 23, announced that President Cleve- 
land had signed the act fixing the limit of indebtedness which may be incurred by Salt 
Lake City. 

A little seven-year-old son of Mr. Robert Whitmer of Manti sustained a serious injury 
from a horse, ridden by a careless or vicious boy, February 15. The small boy’s leg was 
broken in two places. 

Grover, the nine-year-old son of Hon. Charles McBride of Tooele, Tooele County, met 
with a terrible accident February 3. He had been out hunting and after having done 
some firing the gun was cleaned and Grover put the muzzle to his right eye and looked 
down the barrel for the purpose of seeing how well the work had been done. Unfortun- 
ately his companion had inserted a cartridge after the cleaning without his knowledge 
and in some manner it was exploded, the full charge of shot entering and completely des- 
troying the eye and lodging at the side and back of the brain. 
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